
 

 
 

Friday 22nd May 2020 

Principal’s Message 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We have come to the end of our first half term as a virtual school and, although I immensely proud 
of the work our staff and students have done to make this work, I am also sad that we have not seen 
the children at all. We are one of the only state schools in the city who has offered every child, every 
day a formal timetable with live lessons and after half term we will improving this further as we 
make more lessons ‘live’ to recreate the classroom experience. 50% of students are now logging in 
regularly and this is brilliant. I know some families are struggling to get online and so far we have 
given out 40 laptops with internet connection to support online learning. We have more laptops on 
order and once they arrive, we will distribute them as quickly as we can. The laptops will be 
allocated in the first instance to families with no computer who are eligible for free school meals. 

The government have announced that schools can begin to reopen in a very small way during the 
next half term. At the moment, in secondary schools this will only be for Year 10 students. Parents of 
Y10 students will receive a separate letter regarding how this year group will return to the Academy 
in June. The final decision on the reopening of schools will be made on 28th May by the Government 
and we will confirm the arrangements for Y10 parents in the first week back after half term. For Y7, 
Y8 and Y9 students will continue to learn using the online Virtual Academy and the timetable for this 
will remain the same next half term. When we reopen, Y10 will not be in school as a complete year 
group so Y10 will still need to use the Virtual Academy for their lessons. As the risk of infection 
reduces and we can reopen for more students we will update families. There are no online lessons 
next week, 25th- 29th May, as it is half term. 

Manchester Academy has received national recognition for our Manchester Magic programme – 
attracting celebrity support from the world of sport and entertainment. The award-winning actress 
Maxine Peake and star of Top Boy, Ashley Walters, both gave us their support this week: an amazing 
endorsement from world famous stars. The Manchester Magic challenges have been completed by 
staff and students and please follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook to check out some of 
the amazing people backing our school. Our reputation is growing so quickly and I am so grateful for 
all the families who stayed loyal to us when we were not seen as positively! 



   
 

 

Finally, I know many of our families, staff and students, will be celebrating Eid this weekend and, on 
behalf of everyone at Manchester Academy, I wish all those celebrating a wonderful celebration and 
health and happiness for the year ahead. Please keep safe during the celebrations as we do not want 
a spike in virus cases following the weekend. 

Look after each other and your support is much appreciated. Eid Mubarak and have a restful half 
term, 

 

 

Mr J Eldon, Principal 

 

 

Year 7 

This week I have had to remind myself that we are approaching half term as it seems that the weeks 
have somehow merged into one. At times this half term has felt long and frustrating especially as the 
guidance has continued to state we must stay at home as much as possible; however, for the 
majority this half term has sped by and been filled with moments of joy and positivity. We have 
become accustomed to a new way of working and a new way of communicating and Year 7 have 
very quickly adapted to this meaning that what was initially strange has become the new ‘normal’ 
with students regularly engaging and communicating via our online learning platforms – well done!  

After the half term break, the Year 7 team will be focusing on ensuring students are ready for Year 8. 
My assemblies will be focused around this topic and the calls which Mr Ahmed and myself have 
been making will be encouraging students to take responsibility and become Year 8 ready. This is 
more important than ever as the Government guidelines suggest that Year 7 students are unlikely to 
be returning to school before the summer holidays which means that it is absolutely essential 
students are attending every online lesson to ensure they do not arrive in Year 8 with gaps in their 
knowledge. As a school, we are working tirelessly to put on lessons for students every day at 
10:30am and 1:30pm as well as send paper packs to those students without internet access and we 
do so with the vision that no child will be falling behind or becoming disadvantaged during this time; 
however, we need parent support with this! I appreciate Ramadan has presented challenges for 
some students in terms of attendance and I recognise the difficulty in waking up and concentrating 
hard when students have spent much of the night awake – I admire the majority of students who 
have been doing exactly that and continuing to work in their normal way during Ramadan. As we 
celebrate Eid this weekend, I hope that after half term every Year 7 will be working either online or 
on paper packs without exception or excuse. Mr Ahmed and I will be prioritising students who are 
sometimes online but not consistently when calling and running home visits so that we can aid in 
pushing this attendance in any way we can. 

Before I announce this week’s Home-Learning Heroes I will say that not only is it a delight to have so 
many nominations every week but to see the same names popping up! Students have not become 



   
 

 

complacent after winning and are striving for excellence all the time – well done Year 7! The Heroes 
for last week 11th – 15th May were:  

• Hafsa Segulle  
• Kaso Regentye  
• Joshua Adegbola 
• Noah Todd  
• Amiena Karama  

 
Well done to these students who can look forward to receiving a voucher in the post!  

We celebrated both Mental Health Awareness and Thank a Teacher Day this week and it was lovely 
to see Year 7 embracing the theme of kindness and sending messages of gratitude and support to 
staff. I am proud to say that at Manchester Academy we are not only producing students who are 
academically excellent, but kind, considerate community citizens!  

Finally, we saw the launch of our online Award-Winning Fiction Programme this week which will be 
running every week with a new focus.  Our first week was Dystopian week and I have been reading 
extracts from a very exciting novel called The Wall by John Lanchester. Tune in here to listen to all 
five instalments: https://www.youtube.com/user/McrAcademy 

I know many of our families will be celebrating Eid over the weekend and into the half term and I 
wish you Eid Mubarak. Alongside this I wish all our Year 7 families continued health and happiness 
over the half term and please remember, I am here via email or teams during this half term period!  

Take care,  

 

Miss Tregelles. 

 

Year 8 

Hi Year 8, 

I hope you are all keeping well and you are looking after yourself. On that note, it is Mental Health 
Awareness week and attached with my assembly this week is an additional PowerPoint about it but 
specifically about kindness.  

A couple of weeks ago I sent you a calendar of kindness for the month for May. I wonder how many 
of you are having a go and following it or at least trying some of the things out?  

Last week’s results are in and 8MMI were the best form at responding back with information about 
their favourite vegetarian meal. So currently they are on top of the leader board.  

This week, I have asked you to start thinking about your futures and what you would like to be when 
you grow up? I have asked each of you to contact your form teacher and tell them what it is you 
want to do. You must let them know by 3rd June.   

All next half term my assemblies will be geared around career paths and jobs.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/McrAcademy
https://www.youtube.com/user/McrAcademy


   
 

 

Remember to log on every school day for your lessons year 8, as staff have gone to a lot of trouble to 
make sure you have great engaging lessons.  

Have a great half term and stay safe, 

 

Mr Boyle. 

 

Year 9 

Dear Y9,  

As another half term ends, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the year 9 students who 
have engaged with their virtual lessons and have achieved ATL 1 during the isolation period. It is a 
great privilege to see our students establish routines and engross themselves within our virtual 
lessons, enrichment programmes and assemblies. My inbox has been flooded with nominations for 
our Home Learning Heroes programme and I am pleased to announce that the following students 
are our winners this week –  

1. Ilya Eskandary 
2. Manaal Aw – Abdi 
3. Laraib Naeem 
4. Meheran Malik 
5. Anna Kostova 

Congratulations to you all – you’re stars! 

Engagement  

After the half term, it is essential that students come back to our final stage of the year motivated 
and engaged with their online learning. We have seen a slight increase in attendance at the end of 
the week, however, some students who have access to online learning are still not attending. To 
make things easier for students I will be adding their lessons and time into their Outlook calendar 
every school day. This will provide the students with a notification 15 minutes before the lesson and 
a further notification when the lesson begins. I will also provide the timetable on every assembly, 
along with clear instructions for students that have access to online learning as you should not be 
missing any lessons.  

Manchester Magic 

Manchester Magic is our enrichment programme which enables our students to interact with their 
subject teachers each week and participate with fun tasks. We have had enrichment activities by PE, 
Art, Science, Technology, Drama and Music which has flooded our social media with videos. Videos 
and pictures have been submitted by students and staff attempting the challenges which has been 
exceptional to see. We have also had video messages from Olympic athletes, actor Maxine Peake, 



   
 

 

actor and rapper Ashley Walters and many more. If you would like your child to participate with 
these events or would like to see the wonderful efforts our students and staff are doing, you can 
follow us on Twitter (@McrAcademy), Facebook (@manchesteracademyHighSchool), Instagram 
(@mcracademyschool) and on YouTube (@McrAcademy).  

There will be no lessons next week as the school is closed for half term. This gives our students the 
time to reflect on their learning over the last half term, to start thinking about their next steps 
before going to year 10 and to also relax.   

Finally, Eid Mubarak to all our parents, guardians, students and the community who will be 
celebrating this Saturday. May you be blessed with laughter, joyfulness and happiness during the 
celebration. 

Stay positive, stay motivated and stay safe.  

Regards,  

Mr Thomas. 

 

Year 10 

 

Good afternoon to all of our lovely families and 'Eid Mubarak' to those who are celebrating this 
weekend. I hope you are all well and safe and managing to enjoy the sunshine and the relaxation of 
the exercise rules put forward by the government. 

We have been working incredibly hard during the last nine weeks to ensure students don't fall 
behind with their school work. I am so incredibly proud to be part of Manchester Academy at this 
time; our leaders have worked together with your children at the heart of every lesson, every 
decision and every communication. We really are a family at MA and I feel privileged to be part of 
this and to be leading your children into Year 11 and supporting them on their journey. With this in 
mind, please see Mr Eldon's letter for important information regarding Year 10’s return to school 
next half term. I am so excited to see them all and can’t wait to hear all their stories of what they 
have been doing during this extraordinary time.  

This week marked National Thank a Teacher Day and I personally would like to thank all of the Y10 
form tutors. They are incredible and have worked so hard and been relentless in their contact with 
your children, with passing on praise and with encouraging attendance at online lessons. Your child’s 
first point of call in school is their form tutor and they are the most wonderful group of teachers you 
could wish for. Please keep encouraging your children to stay in touch via email. 

This week I have received, yet again, an overwhelming number of nominations for ‘Home Learning 
Hero’ - I simply am moved by the outstanding level of work and effort your children are making. This 
week the rewards go to: Alessio Cocuzza, Akram Itre, Yohanna Martins, Chasmin Miah and Omar 
Hasan. Huge congratulations to you all, well done and keep it up!  



   
 

 

When we return to school after half term, I will be looking more closely at prefects as I’ll have the 
capacity to speak to the children face to face and also meet with staff to discuss their 
recommendations also. I am so excited about this part of my job; your children are wonderful.  

Thanks for everything you are doing and please do keep in touch with us.  

With love and very best wishes, as always,  

 

Mrs Henzell. 

 

Year 11 

Eid Mubarak to all out Year 11 students and their families. I wish you all a wonderful time over the 
next few days and hope you all are safe and well.  

In sha allah that this period will soon pass, and we can celebrate Ramadan and Eid together as a 
school. 

Over recent weeks the KS4 team have been working hard to support students with college  
admission and alternative pathways. If you or your child have struggled to contact certain colleges, 
please ensure to do this via email. Most colleges are operating on a remote basis and will not be 
answering the telephone. if there are any issues with the next steps please do not worry, we are 
here for you. 

As the summer one term comes to a close our year 11 students would be well into the swing of their 
GCSE examinations.  

For those students who have remained committed to remote learning and strived to be proactive, 
now is the time to focus on self-help. Ensure to have fun with your siblings, enjoy time with your 
family and do those things that you never get around to doing! Read, sing and dance in your living 
room, watch movies and relax.  

In support of this and Mental Health Awareness Week, the Academy has set about driving 
awareness for our students, by setting challenges to ensure across all year groups our students have 
the guidance and knowledge to support themselves and their communities. The Manchester Magic 
Challenge this week was set by the Music and Drama department. All these challenges can be found 
on the Academy social media platforms. 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 

Although our doors are closed, and our classrooms empty, the Academy is still here for you and your 
child. If any parent or student needs any help or support with anything at all please feel free to 
contact me: darren.clarke@manchester-academy.org 

   

A special thought 

 

 

Stay safe, 

 

Mr Clarke.  

 

 

 


